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When the quiet monks on the Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne saw the dragon ships approaching, they 
didn’t know what was coming. They were fully 
unprepared for the ferocity of the warriors, armed 
with sword, axe and shield. The attack and plunder of 
Lindisfarne, a rich and unprotected monastery, echoed 
throughout the next 300 years of European history. 
The Viking Age had begun.  

Historians use the term the Viking Age to describe the 
turbulent expansion of the Scandinavian people into 
Europe and Russia. Beginning in A.D. 793 with the 
Lindisfarne raid, Norwegians, Swedes and Danes set 
to raiding. Any unprotected community was a target. 
Vikings attacked places all along the coasts of 
Scotland, England, Ireland, France, Italy and inland 
Russia. They terrorised, plundered, traded, explored 
and finally settled and farmed all over the lands they 
encountered. 

What have the Vikings ever done for us? 
The English language was greatly affected by the invasion of the vikings in 
particular, through town and village names in the north and eat of England. 

It is also thought that Vikings may have been the first Europeans to explored 
America, 1000. 

The Vikings were responsible for the world’s now oldest parliament- the 
Tynwald - the Isle of Man
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