
Reading Curriculum Intent, Implementation, Impact 
 

Intent  

We aim to provide children with a literacy-rich environment, high quality texts 
and inspiring learning opportunities, which will help them to: 

 Gain a life-long enjoyment of reading and books 
 Read accurately, fluently and with understanding 
 Apply a knowledge of structured synthetic phonics in order to decode unfamiliar 

words with increasing accuracy and speed 
 Be able to read with expression, clarity and confidence 
 Develop a good linguistic knowledge of vocabulary and grammar 
 Read and respond to a wide range of different types of texts 
 Develop a deeper level of emotional intelligence and empathy 
 Read fluently and with confidence, in any subject in the future 

Implementation 
 

 We follow the ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds’ SSP to deliver our phonics and early 
reading curriculum.  Children are provided with books that match and support their 
phonics development and ability.  All pupils have opportunities to develop their 
reading skills daily, and are encouraged to read at home with an adult.  

 The main strand of the school’s individual reading scheme is provided by Oxford 
Reading Tree. 

 Children are taught to read both within and outside of the Literacy lesson.  In shared 
text sessions, they are introduced to a wide range of genre – both non-fiction and 
fiction.  Children are taught to recognise the characteristics of different genre and 
experience the work of a variety of classical and contemporary authors and poets. 

 Teachers regularly monitor records to ensure suitability and breadth in a child’s 
chosen reading material. 

 Children progress through the reading stages (1-18).  Children’s individual reading is 
monitored in their home-school book.  This provides a valuable link between home 
and school. 

 Each classroom has a book area where a variety of books are displayed.  These include 
scheme and non-scheme books as well as a selection of non-fiction titles. 

 The school promotes the concept of a literate environment whereby the use of labels, 
open-ended questions and on-going literary tasks are displayed in all classrooms.  The 
labels and questions etc. are differentiated according to the age and ability of the 
children. 

 Use of the school library is encouraged for children of all ages. 
 Reading skills are taught on a daily basis outside of the literacy hour (20-30 minutes 

maximum).  Cracking Comprehension, Headstart and other resources are used to 



support the teaching.   
 
Impact 
 
 On-going assessments are carried out by the teacher in Reading Skills during shared text 

sessions and during individual reading sessions (see reading assessments). 
 Year 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 children undertake formal assessments half way through the year 

(progress test) and at the end of the year using Testbase materials.  This will assess reading 
comprehension skills and provide evidence to see how children are progressing through 
the year and at the end of the year.  Information will then be collected which will inform 
future planning. 

 Foundation Stage and Year 1 children are assessed using the PM Benchmark Kit.  Children 
in the Foundation Stage are also assessed using the EYFS Profile Points. 

 The PM Benchmark Kit is used to assess children’s reading skills as they enter school.  It is 
then used as a means of on-going assessment as the children progress through school.  
This kit provides teachers with information on the individual child’s reading age and the 
reading strategies which they use to decode text, along with their ability to retell what 
they have read and answer questions about it. 

 
By the time children leave us at the end of year 6, all pupils will be able to read with accuracy, 
speed, confidence, fluency and understanding, ready to access the secondary school 
curriculum.  All pupils will make at least good progress from their starting points. Pupils will 
develop a life-long enjoyment of reading and books.  


